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• Humans have significantly changed the climate and increased the magnitude of many extreme weather events
• Climate change has wide-ranging impacts on ecosystems, economic sectors and human health
• Different regions and sectors in Europe are affected differently by climate change
• Climate change impacts interact with other developments inside and outside Europe
• Mitigation of climate change is required to limit the long-term risks from climate change
• Adaptation to climate change is necessary to reduce short- and long-term risks from climate change
• Better monitoring, research and information exchange can improve the knowledge base for adaptation
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Copernicus

C O P E R N I C U S  I N  B R I E F

• Copernicus, a flagship programme of the European Union:

– Monitors the Earth, its environment and ecosystems

– Prepares for crises, security risks and natural or man-made 
disasters

– Contributes to the EU’s role as a global soft power

• Adopts a full, free and open data policy

• Is a tool for economic development and a driver for the digital economy
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Copernicus

C O P E R N I C U S  H I S T O R Y
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Copernicus
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www.copernicus.eu
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